
Breaking barriers

REVES - Regions et Villes pour

l’Economie Sociale - is making great

strides to break down the barriers that

prevent local authorities and third

sector (social economy) partners from

forming meaningful partnerships.   A

key element of the REVES programme

is INTERFACE - a Leonardo funded

pilot programme which is developing

training courses and materials around

the competencies and skills which are

required by those who act as the go-

between (or INTERFACE) between

local authorities and the third sector.  

The training is taking place over three

separate weeks; the first was in Boario

in Italy, the second in Kokkola in

Finland, and the third will be in Berlin

in September.   The participants are

from Sicily, Italy, Sweden, Finland,

Belgium and England and despite the

obvious cultural differences, it is

already clear that there are many

common issues with regard to the

relationship between the two sectors.   

For further information about REVES see

the website www.revesnetwork.net

Social capital

What is social capital? How far do

social and community enterprises

depend on stocks of social capital? Do

they recreate social capital? Does the

social economy require a special type

of social capital? Can we find a way of

effectively describing it? Can it be

measured? These are the questions

being addressed by the CONCISE

Research Project - The Contribution of

Social Capital in the Social Economy to

Local Economic Development in

Western Europe - a transnational

programme involving partners from

Berlin, Umea (Sweden), Barcelona with

CBS Network and the University of

Middlesex’s Institute of Social Science

Research.  

Contact Mel Evans at m.evans@mdx.ac.uk

Recycling project for European gypsies
A project to develop social enterprises for communities of travellers across Europe

was launched at a transnational meeting in London in May.

The Recitrave project, which has European funding, is co-ordinated by the London

Borough of Bromley, home to a large number of travellers.  There are currently

over 1,000 families housed in the borough in a mixture of former council houses

and two permanent residential sites.

The initial idea for the project came from wanting to improve site conditions for

traveller families as well as providing additional community facilities and training

and employment opportunities.  The other partners in the project are in Italy,

Spain and Romania, which, with over 2

million, has the largest number of

Romany gypsies in Europe.

The project will provide groups of

travellers with training to develop

recycling initiatives.  The nature of the

recycling varies from project to project.

Bromley is focusing on garden waste but

is also considering information

technology and white goods.  In Italy, the

travellers will be recycling building

materials, in Spain, car components, and

in Romania, various metal products.

It is hoped that the project will help

legitimise activities currently carried out

by travellers.  Without being registered,

travellers are unable, for example to apply

for a waste disposal licence.  This often

leads to unauthorised and unsightly dumping.

Bromley council has appointed the Novas-Ouvertures Group, an organisation that

deals with the needs of homeless and marginalised people, as project managers.

Gill Saunders from the Group explains that as project managers they will retain a

large degree of control over the project, “The travellers taking part in the project

will receive a wide variety of training, from recycling methods to business skills,

to enable them to develop the potential to run their own enterprises.”

The training and project development process will take three years and at the end

of that time, the projects will be run by the travellers themselves.

Groups of around 20

travellers are being

recruited in each country.

The constitution of the

businesses has yet to be

decided but it is expected

that the Spanish and

Italian projects will be

developed as workers’

co–operatives.

Contact Novas-Ouvertures

Group 0207 267 0070

Travellers already carry out work on site.  Here,
travellers’ post boxes are being painted

It is hoped the project will cut down on the number of illegal and
unsightly dumps
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