
‘Empowering Generation Z’ 
 

Having studied generation Z for the past few weeks, I have taken a specific interest in 
to how (they) socialize, and the lack of human interaction that has seem to befallen 
upon them as a consequence of the digitized society in which they are a part of. 
Within the first stages of this design project, the aim will be to bridge the gap between 
the digital revolution that nurtures Generation Z , and the analogue world in which 
they are born. 
 
The observations that I have made have been based around my brothers, and more 
specifically the way that they interact and socialize not only with each other but with 
other members of the family both here and in the (holiday) space of my childhood 
home in Vilafranca. In addition to this it is important to note that my brothers are 
twins. This places them in a very unique situation; they both love and hate each other, 
and at times love to hate each other. However this complex relationship becomes ever 
more fascinating when observing the way they communicate. Within the household 
there is rarely face to face communication favoring, instead, to talk to each other 
through digital communication. This is mainly through a computer, though at times 
they shout at each other through the walls.  
 
It is often the case that arguments and miscommunication happen, because of this lack 
of ‘face time’. The wall is a very physical barrier, but acts in the same way as digital 
technology places a barrier between its users. In an age where the digital could be 
seen as surpassing the analogue it is important to start building connections both 
physically and metaphorically between people.  
 
Functionality: ‘The house, the home, the place that I live, the place that we share’. It 
is my belief that digital media has conned us out of the magic of technology. Where 
once the mobile phone was revered as unconventional and futuristic, we now find 
ourselves in the software era, with an app to control every aspect of our lives. This 
lack of analogue contact I believe is leading to the ‘antisocial’. The dwelling or the 
home is where I have started my investigations. With this, I will look in to the idea of 
flexible and ‘cosy’ spaces that adapt, move and change with the inhabitants to bring 
them closer together. Like the theatre that came before cinema, I wish to create a 
theatrical space that breathes, adapts and changes according to its residents.  
 
Site: I have not yet determined a fixed site. My investigations have thus far lead me to 
compare two towns, similar in size. One as ‘the home’ In oxfordshire and one as ‘the 
holiday’ in Vilafranca. The comparison was made due to both the connection with 
family, but also the cultural adaptation of public spaces and the interactions with the 
users. I will be narrowing down the site in the coming days. 
 
Procurement: Looking in to methods of manufacture in spain, I will be adapting 
traditional ways of creating garments as inspiration for my designs. This will be 
further developed whilst looking at Moorish pattern as well as local materials (Oxford 
spain?) In particular the uses of organic fibers in construction as well ceramics.   


